


Welcome to Mr. Chadwicks’ room 4 – Fourth class.

Morning routine: The school opens at 08.55 a.m. and we have a 20-minute window to get settled in and take down homework and hand up copies. As formal teaching begins at 9.15 a.m. it is important that your child is settled into class by this time.

Spellings: Spellings will be done a little differently. This year room 4 will be using a variety of tried and tested programmes in the classroom. We will be working with the students in small groups to conduct word study as well as teaching spelling rules and strategies. 
Homework: Homework is given Mon – Thurs. It should take no longer than 50 minutes. If your child’s homework takes longer than this, please discuss it with me. Below is a guideline for weekly homework
· English spellings - Menu
· Gaeilge spellings 
· Tables
· Reading
· Writing (English and Irish) 
· Mental Maths
Please ensure all homework is signed every night.

Test copies: Please read and sign test copies each week; this will keep you updated on your child’s progress in their weekly tests.

Reading: A love of reading is encouraged in room 4. All the children are engaged in the Accelerated reading programme. This is a reading program designed to encourage and promote successful reading. It helps students to track their reading comprehension by providing them with quizzes to be completed at the end of each book. Children in room 4 also pair up with the children in room 1 every Tuesday for ‘Buddy reading’ which lasts 30 minutes. 

PE: PE is timetabled for Mondays and Wednesdays.  If this changes or the children have class games , Hip hop etc. they will be reminded the day before to put it into their homework diary. Please ensure that they are wearing appropriate clothing and footwear for all sporting activities.
Fourth class will begin PE homework soon on Thursday nights. I ask that you make sure they fulfil their task and sign their homework journal/PE copy. 

Projects: Room 4 are currently engaged in local History projects. After Halloween we will begin ‘Genius Hour’ where the children will pick their own topic to complete a project on.  

Healthy eating: We encourage healthy eating in our school. We have a healthy lunch policy that is available on the school website. Friday is treat day and each child may bring one treat only. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Rewards: In room 4 we use dojo points as rewards throughout the week. Every second Friday the students with the most points receive a reward from the reward box. We also have an award for the best working table. 

Coats: As the weather is beginning to change please ensure that your child brings a named coat to school every day even if it is warm. The children must bring home their coats at the end of each day also. Each morning the children’s coats should be hung up on coat hooks outside the classroom. They are not to be worn in the classroom. 

Parent/Teacher meetings will take place later this year. However, if you have any concerns about your child at any stage I am happy to meet you by a pre-arranged appointment. These can be made via Carol in the office. 

Please look at our website throughout the year to keep you updated on all the happenings in room 4. www.kilkennymodelschool.net 
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